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Safer Spaces Policy

Policy Statement

The Edmonton Folk Music Festival is for everyone. We ask that all volunteers,
staff, festival goers, and visitors to the Festival enthusiastically contribute to a
culture of inclusivity and respect.

Definition

A safer space is a supportive, non-threatening environment in which a person or
category of people can fully and comfortably participate without fear of being
harassed, discriminated against, or experiencing any other emotional or physical
harm. Everyone has the right to be safe at our events, regardless of their age,
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, mental
and physical (dis)ability, socioeconomic status, religious beliefs, place of origin,
or other personal characteristics.

Land & Treaty Acknowledgement

The Edmonton Folk Music Festival acknowledges that we gather, play, dance,
sing, and work on Treaty 6 fterritory in Edmonton, also known as
amiskwaciywaskahikan or Beaver Hill House. Historically, the Beaver Hills region
was important for the Tsuutina (Sarcee), Nehiyawak (Cree), Anishnaabe
(Saulteaux), Nakota Sioux, and Niitsitapi (Blackfoot) peoples and is currently
home to many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit individuals and groups.

We recognize that decolonization is an integral part of creating safer spaces. We
honour, respect, and uphold Indigenous cultural autonomy in our spaces.

Expectations

As a Folk Fest community we are accountable to each other. Each and every
person shares the responsibility of creating safer spaces and contributing to a
welcoming environment. Here are some reference points for the community we
build together:

Look out for your friends; take care of each other out there.

Practice consent, practice tolerance, practice patience.

Keep an open mind and give folks the benefit of the doubt.

Respect others’ physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual boundaries.



- . Edmonton Folk Music Festival
/ﬁ‘ I « Musi v

Safer Spaces Policy

Use respectful language.

Use the correct names and pronouns of others.

Be aware and sensitive to the fact that our community includes minors. Their
safety and protection are paramount.

Bring someone new to the Festival who may not have come before. Help them out
and make them feel welcome!

Avoid taking up accessibility spaces or resources if you do not need them.

Have fun and dance like nobody's watching!

Acts of violence and/or coercion.

Abuse or harassment, be it verbal, physical, and/or sexual.
Threats or threatening behaviour.

Discrimination.

Advocating or encouraging any of the above behaviours.

Reporting
If you experience or witness anything that contravenes the spirit of this policy or
makes you feel unsafe or uncomfortable we encourage you to reach out.

If you have something to disclose, you can do so in one of the following ways:

Flagging down a volunteer in a red t-shirt (Safety) or yellow reflective vest
(Festival Liaison).

Emailing board@edmontonfolkfest.org.

Anonymously reporting via the online contact form monitored by our Diversity
and Inclusion Advisory Committee.

Please be aware that reporting anonymously limits our ability to follow up and
may impact the outcome of any following investigations. With this knowledge we
encourage you to do what is best for you.

Supports & Resources
Should you require support many resources are available to you.

Emergencies: 911

Edmonton Distress Line: 780-482-HELP (4357)

Alberta Health Services Mental Health Helpline: 1-888-303-2642
Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton: 780-423-4121


mailto:board@edmontonfolkfest.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfb-VE00qkLVwQ87HSpbpxxTQgss6bPfb0fbaPlp55OJlZTyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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